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MEMBERSHIP INFORf^ATION 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. Our meet¬ 
ings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always 
welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled throughout the year. 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00; Contrib¬ 
uting - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - $12.00; Student - 
$3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) and Senior Citizens 
- $ 5 . 00 . 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss Phyllis 
Vair, 1854 Main St. West, Apt. #514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 (Phone 529-4784) 


ARTICLES COMING UP : 

1979 Pall Bird Count; Pipevino SWallowtail Specimen From Northera Ontario; 
Canoeing on James Bay; 1979 Phenological Summary; and morer 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1979-80 


President -Mr. P^obert Curry, 92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster,0nt, L9G 2S7 

Past president -Mr, James Dowall,29 Emerson St,,Hamilton,Ont, L8S 2X2 
1st Vice Pres. -Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave,, S. ,Hamilton,Ont, L8S 1V3 
2nd Vice Pres, & 

Programme -Mr. Ford Smith, 360 Torrance St.,#708, Bur lington , On t, L7P>. 2R9 
Treasurer -Mr. Verne Evans, 2164 Sunnybrook Ct., Oakville,Ont. L6L 1P4 

Secretary -Mr, John Heaslip, 3 Grandview Ct. ,Dundas ,Ontario L9H 5C8 


- - - - Directors - - - - 

Membership -Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St.W., #514,Hamilton,Ont. L8S 1H8 

Publicity -Mr. Wm.A.Tindale, R.R, #2, Campbellville,Ont, LOP IBO 

Sanctuary -Mrs, Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas,Ont. L9H 4E1 

ConsQ rvation -Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512,Caledonia,Ontario NOA lAO 
Wood Duck Editor-Mr. Ron Hepworth,259 Euston Road,Burlington,Ont, L7L 4V8 
Field Events -Mr,Bruce Mackenzie, West Flamboro P.O., Ontario LOR 2K0 

Social -Ms. Shirley Klement, 1375 Mountain Grove Ave,, Bur lington L7P 2H1 


WELCOME TO .THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. V.E. Smith, 561 Oneida Dr., Burlington,Ont. L7T 3V2 

Mrs. E.G. Coll, 354 Plains Road West, Burlington,Ont. L7T 1G5 

Miss Katherine Moore,The Apt., Wallingford Hall,McMaster University 

, ; , Hamilton, Ontario N8S 4N8 

Ms.Peggy Sullivan, 109 Herkimer St., Hamilton, Ontario L8P 2G8 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Wood, R.R. #2, Binbrook, Ont. LOR ICO 


+-H-f++++-H-++++ f ++ 

■ " , FROM THE EDITOR 

COLLATING SCHEDULE 

I haven't heard any complaints about late delivery this season probably be¬ 
cause the WOOD DUCK has been mailed early for the past few months. Once again, 
this issue has been collated early (Nov. 22) and the credit goes to Paul and 
Betty Watley, Marie Lafontaine and Marion Shivas, together with Sheila Forbes. 

Looking ahead, one volunteer is still required for the collating team on 
Dec. 20; Jan. 28 is filled but their are still openings for Feb. 25, Mar. 24, and 
Apr. 28. If you can help us out, please sign up at the next meeting. 

The schedule as it now stands is as follows; 

Thursday. Dec. 20 , Jeff Blezius, Agnes Hamstra and Phyllis Vair 
Monday. Jan. 28 . Deedee Ristits, Mrs. Ford Smith, Bruce & Jo Harschnitz 


lAMENT 

■ They say change is a part of life but there has been one change over the 
past year which has talcen me quite by surprise, in fact left me a little shalcen, 
puzzled, saddened and perplexed. VJhat is happening to our trees? I love trees! 
While I confess I'm not at all up on modern forest and woodlot management pract¬ 
ices, it is still very disturbing to witness the wholesale slaughter going on in 
some of my favourite woodlots—the Shell Woods—Crawford Lake Conservation Area, 
to name but 2 of several I have seen in Halton County -this year. Trees have not 
only been cut but uprooted and left lying there—harvested but apparently aband¬ 
oned. V/hy so many all at once? Can anybody explain? A forest doesn't grow up in 
a day. Must it be cut down in a day? Are we that short of wood? Perhaps I am 
missing something. Please help mel 
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EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 

**************^-x-********^<-***-»'r^f-**********************^*************************|; 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


MONTHLY GENERAL I4EETING 


Date & time 
Place 

Speaker 



Next Meeting 
VISITORS WELCOME 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 10,1979 at 8;00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road, West, Burlington, Ontario 


DR. JACK HANNA V 7 ill present his program entitled * 


" KENYA - A FAMILY EXPERIENCE " 

Dr. Hanna is an active member of our Club, 
and his photographic record of a year in Africa 
should be of special interest to all of us. 

Bring your friends in from the cold to the wamith 
of tropical Africa. And afterwards — special 
refreshments to complement the season. 

Monday, January 14,1980 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

■X- 

* 

* 

* 

■x 


* * 
**********#*******'X'**'X'***-)(-X-****************X-*****X-*****'X***X'*************->f-XX'*)(-X- 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 26 - all day 

Christmas Bird Count - Volunteers are needed for this nation-wide 
annual bird count. There is a small fee of $2,00 for each participant 
to help defray costs in compiling and publishing the results in 
"American Birds". Contact the compiler for territories. 

Compiler; George North Burlington 634-5463 

- . (see also page 50 ) 

JANUARY-MARCH SCHEDULE 

Your events folder mailed at the beginning of the season does not 
show any activities for the winter months. This has been mainly due 
to a lack of leaders but this is being rectified. Outings are pre¬ 
sently being arranged for January, February and March. Details will 
be provided in the next issue and at the general meeting on December 10. 



NEW BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

"Trees, Shrubs and Flowers to Know in Ontario" by Sheila McKay and 
Paul Catling. A convenient field guide describing and illustrating 
about 500 of the more common species to be found in Ontario. 

$6.95 - paper, published by J.M. Dent & Son .1979 


"Wildflowers of the North" by Ruby G. Bryan and Muriel E. Newton-White. 
Covers about 380 species with hand-printed text and black and white 
skifctches accurately and beautifully drawn.215 pp-$12.00-hard cover, 
published by Highway Book Shop , Cobalt,Ont. 1978 

"Preserving Natural Areas in Ont, - Private Ownership & Public Rights" 
by John Swaigen, Sept/79. A clear,concise description of the present 
legal situation, and direction for its improvement. 62 pp.$3.00 
Canadian Environmental Law Association,#! Spadina Crescent,Toronto MSS 2J5 

(continued on pages 50 & 55) 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR BIRD PROJECTS 

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Researcy and Preservation 
invites applications for chants to support projects on Ontario birds in 
1980, 

The Fund's aim is to encourage field studies by amateur naturalists 
and to support projects which increase or disseminate knowledge of birds 
in their natural environment or contribute to their preservation. Priority 
will be given to projects which involve volunteer naturalists in research 
or fieldwork and to applicants who do not have access to other sources of 
support. 

Examples of eligible projects might include (but are not limited to) 
individual or group research by amateur naturalists, distributional or 
other surveys using information contributed by volunteers, analysis and 
publication of data gathered by birdwatchers(e.g. Christmas Bird Counts), 
and publication of local guides or checklists. 

Grants will not normally exceed $750, Applications are due by December 
31,1979, and should be submitted on application forms obtainable from the 
Secretary, James L,Baillie Memorial Fund, c/o Long Point Bird Observatory, 
P.O. Box 160, Port Rov/an, Ontario NOE IMO, 

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund approved five applications totalling 
about $3,000 in 1979, The Fund is financed in part from the proceeds of 
the Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count (Baillie Birdathon). Donations to the 
Fund are tax deductible and may be sent to the address given above. 


PROJECT INFORMATION REQUESTED 

The 1980 edition of the Directory to Co-operative Naturalists' Projects 
in Ontario is now being compiled. The Directory is designed to publicise 
volunteer naturalists' projects and attract wider participation in them. 
Selected project descriptions are published in the Nature Projects section 
in the Ontario Naturalist, as well as being included in the Directory. 

Examples of projects in the 1979 Directory include Christmas Bird Counts, 
inventories of natural areas, and county plant and bird checklists. Most 
projects were bird studies, but there was an increase in projects on other 
subjects and it is hoped that this trend will continue. 

If you are undertaking a project which you think may benefit from 
inclusion in the 1980 Directory, please send information on your project 
to the Editor by December 31,1979. Project descriptions should preferably 
be submitted on questionnaire forms obtainable from David J.T.Hussell,Edito r, 
Directory to Co-operative Naturalists' Projects, Long Point Bird Observatory, 
P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE IMO. 


NIAGARA FAL L S CHRISTN/iS BIRD COUNT 

SUNDAY. DECEIIBER 16, 1979 : The Niagara Palls Nature Club in Niagara Falls 
would welcome anyone wishing to participate in their anniml Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count. Contact Coordinator Connie Kitney at 358-6540 for details re 
area and meeting places. 

New Books and Publications Available (continued from page 49) 

"Birds of Ontario County" by Dr. J. Murray Speirs in 6 volumes entitled 
1. Turkey Vulture to Northern Phalarope; 2. Jaegers to Woodpeckers; 3. Fly¬ 
catchers to Shrikes; 4. Starling to Brown-headed Cowbird; 5* Scarlet Tanager 
to Snow Bunting; 6. Common Loon to Red-breasted Merganser. $5 each plus postage 
Copies available from the author, 1815 Altona Road, Pickering, Ont. LIV 1M6 
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1979 SPRING M'flK niGR/lTION ON SOUTH SHORE OF LAKE ONTARIO 

. by Walter Klabunde 

’ Eastern Great Lakes Editor, 

Hawk Migration Association of N. Araer. 

The reports from all the havfkwatchers at the lookouts near the south shore of 
Lake Ontario showed an amazing total of 75*732 hawks. This was 90^ over the prev¬ 
ious high in 1977 when the total was about 40,000. Even more amazing was the fact 
that 55,347 or Ijfo ot that total were seen at the Dreby Hill Lookout where the 
resident hawtaratcher , Gerald Smith, observed all the hawks - mostly alone and with 
never more than three assistants. That lookout was activated on Feb. 23 and then 
continuously from Mar. 1 through May 31 except on five days because of blizzard or 
rainy v/eather. 

At the Braddock Bay Lookouts they totalled 34,846 hawks for the season which 
ran from Feb. 27 through June 30 missing only one day! This feat involved Laura 
and Neil Moon who were present every day. On most days they were assisted by 
other observers, usually 3 to 10 with up to 100 on one day. The flights here and 
at Derby Hill moved toward the east end of the lake. 

The westv;ard flight observed at Grimsby and Vinemount totalled 14,595 hawks 
or 19 . 3 ?^ of the total and 43?^ above the previous high of 10,163 in 1977. The 
lookouts at Grimsby were manned 47 days with observers at the Woolverton Road 
"annex" on 7 days while Vinemount operated on 9 days. Garefull checking demon¬ 
strated that not any of the hawks observed at the V/oolverton Lookout were seen at 
Beamer and thus qualify as a separate entity, whereas observations made at Vine- 
mount were only additive when coverage was not duplicated at Beamer. 

The data of all the lookouts are summarized in Table 1, while Table 2 gives 
the daily counts by species at each of the three lookouts in the west migration 
flight. Finally the dates and numbers for each species' first appearance, peak 
flight and last appearance is shown in Table 3* 

Here it is noted that the peak flight date of six species (SS, C, RL, NH, OS 

and AK) were witnessed on Apr. 21 at Grimsby - a day with railf vdnds, 10 - 15 mph, 

shifting from SB to SW and finally to NE. Only Berby Hill recorded one nearly 
simultaneous peak flight of RS on Apr. 20. On the "big count" day at Grimsby, 

Apr. 29, the winds, were 10 - 15 mph from the SSW with 50 - lOfo cloud cover - ideal 

for kettling Broadwings. Again Derby Hill's big day was one day earlier - Apr. 28. 

Concurrent peak flight dates between,the three areas only occurred for two species 

- TV on Apr. 14 and 15 and RS.on Mar. 23. However, on Apr. 14 Braddock Bay also 
recorded peak flights for five other species (C, RT, BE, NH and AK) and on Mar. 23 
Derby Hill scored four other peak flights., namely, (SS, RT, RS, and GE). It is 
interesting to note that the only Merlin recorded at Grimsby was on the same day 
Derby Hill had their peak flight - Apr. 25. 

The many record highs recorded at Derby Hill (9) and Braddock Bay (s) are in 
part attributed to the improved coverage. The presence of a resident hawkwatcher 
at Derby Hill gave them both longer hours per day as well as daily coverage. At 
Braddock Bay they not only had daily coverage but also covered tvro spots regularly 

- their parking lot area and the "West Spit" across the bay - with communication 
by walkie-talkie. They also used about six different inland lookouts when the 

' winds shifted to the north. Another significant factor giving rise to higher 
numbers in migration was the tremendous shift of wintering populations to the south. 
And finally weather patterns were more favorable for good observation at the look¬ 
outs when the hawks were moving. 

An analysis of the east flight migration by fonuulating histograms of each 
species from Braddock Bay and Derby Hill data revealed that in spite of large var¬ 
iations in total count, the histograms of each species for the two lookouts were 
veiy similar. Four species (TV, BW, NH and OS) showed a prolonged migration well 

(text concluded on page 55) 
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TABLE 1 


* = Record High 




SUIWJRY OP 1979 

HAVK COUNTS AT 

L/iKE ONTARIO LOOKOUTS 


1 


EAST PLIGHT H 

h 

h 

IffiST PLIGHT 






Derby 

Braddock 

Bast 

h 






West 

Species 


Hill 

Bay 

Total ■ 

F Beamer Woolverton 

Vinemount 

Total 

TV 


1,009* 

1,658* 

1,665* 

^ I".; 

1294 


46 


22 

544 

G 


55 

45 

61 


2 


0 


2 

4 

SS 


9,567* 

4,879 

9,400* 

4,007 


492 


10 

4,501* 

G 


464* 

155 

465* 


62 


8 


5 

72 

RT 


7,525* 

2,687 

7,555* 

2,411 


157 


624 

2,656 

RS 


951 

456* 

957 


624 


9 


,72 

655 

BW 


55,055* 

22,142* 

57,811* 

5,145* 


815 



5,958* 

RL 


452* 

419 

505* 


78 


17 


■ 1 ‘ 

95 

SVf 


1 

1* 

2* 


0 


0 


o' 

0 

GE 


18 

16* 

25* 


2 


2 


1 

4* 

BE 


14* 

26 

28* 


2 


2 


0 

4* 

NH 


667* 

570* 

689* 


57 


15 


5 

70 

OS 


692* 

218 

715* 


18* 


5 


i .) 0 ' 

25* 

PF 


5 

6 

8 


1 


0 


0 

1 

M 


14 

8 

14 


1 


0 


0 

1 

AK 


548 

702* 

706* 


40 


5 


14 

48 

UN 


552 

_222 

541 

— 

152 

— 


- 

7 

201 

Total 


55,547* 

54,846* 

61,157* 

12,856* 

1,658 


767 

14,595* 

Days 


88 

125 



47 


7 


9 


Hours 


678 

780 



510 


17 


45 
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WEST PLIGHT LOOKOUTS DAILY COUNTS 
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Lookout Key: B - Beamer ConseiVation Area 

■ (l' ■ 

) 





V - Vinembunt Banding Station 

■ ' 1 





, 

W - Woolyerton Road 
» 


) 



Date 

March 


1 G SS 

C OT 

RS "m 

RL 

® BE 

M 

w 

M 

MM 

Total 

7 B 

1 

0 0 

1 48 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

50 

10 V 

0 

1 0 

0 1 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 : 0 

, 2 

11 V 

0 

0 0 

0 6 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0.( 

6 

17 B 

1 

0 1 

5 278 

52 0 

4 

1 0 

1 

0 0 

0 

5, 4 

■ 528 

17 V 

0 

0 0 

0 64 

ir 0 

2 

. 1 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

1 0 : 

w 79 

18 B 

0 

0 5 

2 544 105 0 

5 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

12 

460 

18 V 

0 

0 1 

0 568 . 

55 0 

2 

0 0 

0 

0 1 0 

0 

2 5 . 

409 

19 B 

0 

0 5 

1 292 

20 ' 0 

5 

0 0 

1 

0 0 

0 

1 0 

525 

20 B 

0 

0 1 

1 46 

4 0 

1 

0 0 

1 

0 0 

0 

li 0 

55 

21 B 

0 

0 0 

0 61 

44 0 

2 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 : 

4 0 

111 

21 V 

0 

0 0 

0 98 

25 0 

2 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

1 0 

124 

22BB 

0 

0 1 

1 180 

98 0 

4 

0 0 

3 

0 0 

0 

5 1 

291 

25 B 

4 

0 28 

2 105 : 

142 0 

12 

0 0 

5 

0 0 

0 

5 52 

529 

24 B 

6 

0 17 

4 118 

88 0 

5 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 4 

240 

24 V 

9 

1 7 

1 54 

2 0 

1 

0 0 
/ . 

0 

0 0 

0 

1 2 

58 
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(table continued on next page) 
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Date 

TV 

G 


C 

RT 


m 

RL 


BE 

NH 



M 

M. 

UN 

Total 

March 


















25 B 

0 

0 

1 

0 

27 

21 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

50 

29 B 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

31 B 

1 

- 

0 

2 

20 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

29 

April 

1 B 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

30 

2 B 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

3 B 

16 

0 

0 

1 

36 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

60 

4 B 

14 

0 

5 

2 

51 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

79 

5 B 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

22 

7 B 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

7 V 

2 

0 

2 

2 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

27 

8 B 

10 

0 

18 

3 

90 

18 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

146 

8 V 

11 

0 

0 

2 

32 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

52 

10 B 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

11 B 

2 

0 

6 

0 

12 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

12 B 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

15 B 

0 

0 

25 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

35 

14 B 

102 

1 

158 

2 

72 

11 

2 

3 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

3 

24 

363 

15 B 

44 

0 

58 

1 

34 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

145 

16 B 

0 

0 

15 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

17 B 

14 

0 

46 

1 

49 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

115 

18 B 

19 

0 

40 

1 

33 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

98 

19 B 

15 

1 

66 

0 

108 

6 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

205 

20 B 

1 

0 

49 

1 

37 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

102 

21 B 

4 

0 

490 

7 

64 

4 

186 

5 

0 

0 

13 

6 

0 

0 

0 

14 

783 

21 W 

18 

0 

171 

6 

126 

5 

336 

11 

0 

1 

7 

3 

0 

0 

5 

58 

747 

22 B 

1 

0 

32 

0 

37 

1 

189 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

266 

22 W 

6 

0 

66 

1 

10 

4 

159 

5 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

264 

25 B 

7 

0 

179 

0 

32 

0 

216 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

445 

24 B 

0 

0 

593 

4 

16 

0 

868 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1490 

25 B 

2 

0 

396 

7 

26 

0 

516 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

951 

26 B 

0 

0 

340 

0 

14 

0 

56 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

412 

27 B 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

28 B 

0 

0 

58 

0 

8 

0 

250 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

12 

329 

28 W 

0 

0 

27 

0 

0 

0 

92 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

119 

29 B 

4 

0 

298 

5 

72 

0 

2081 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

2476 

29 W 
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0 

50 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

46 

50 B 

0 

0 

148 

0 

5 

0 

95 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

250 

May 

1 B 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

2 B 

2 

0 

148 

0 

26 

1 

498 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

683 

2 Vf 

20 

0 

176 

1 

8 

0 

231 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

438 

5 B 

0 

0 

18 

0 

1 

0 

52 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

72 

7 B 

4 

0 

375 

4 

4 

0 

21 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

425 

7 W 

2 

0 

20 

0 

1 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

41 

8 B 

10 

0 

356 

3 

22 

0 

111 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

486 

9 B 

0 

0 

48 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

51 

10 B 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

16 B 

0 

0 

7 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

16 W 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


Abbreviation of Species: 

TV - Turkey Vulture; G - Goshawk; SS - Sharp-shlnnod Hav/k; C - 
Cooper's Hawk; RT - Red-tailed Hawk; RS - Red-shonldered Hawk; BW - Broad- 
winged Hawk; RL - Rough-legged Hawk; SV7 - Swainson's; GE - Golden Eagle; BE - 
Bald Eagle; M-Northern Harrier (Marsh Hawk); OS - Osprey; PP - Peregi’ine Pal. 
M - Merlin; AK - American Kesjirel; UN - Unidentified. 
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TiiBLE 3 

FIRST. PEAK AND FINAL APPEARANCE OF EACH SPECIES AT MAJOR LOOKOUTS 


Species 


TV 

1st 

peak 

last 

G 

Ist 

peak 

last 

SS 

1st 

peak 

last 

C 

1st 

peak 

last 

RT 

1st 

peak 

last 

RS 

1st 

peak 

last 

BW 

1st 

peak 

last 

RL 

1st 

peak 

last 

SW 

peak 

GE 

Ist 

peak 

last 

BE 

1st 

peak 

last 

NH 

1st 

peak 

last 

OS 

Ist 

peak 

last 

PF 

1st 

peak 

last 

M 

1st 

peak 

last 

AK 

1st 

peak 

last 


Derby Hill 

3/10 - 

1 

4/15 - 

242 

5/22 - 

1 

3/3 - 

14 

3/3 - 

14 

5/19 - 

1 

3/8 - 

1 

4/26 - 

2104 

5/31 - 

2 

3/3 - 

1 

3/23 - 

133 

5/19 - 

4 

2/23 - 

2 

3/23 - 

1074 

5/31 - 

3 

3/6 - 

1 

3/23 - 

347 

5/20 - 

1 

4/17 - 

1 

4/28 - 

8909 

5/31 - 

11 

2/23 - 

2 

4/20 - 

68 

5/20 - 

1 

4/26 - 

1 

3/7 - 

1 

3/23 - 

3 

5/13 - 

1 

3/13 - 

1 

4/30 - 

3 

5/27 - 

1 

3/1 - 

1 

4/13 - 

81 

5/30 - 

1 

4/12 - 

4 

4/26 - 

122 

5/20 - 

11 

5/7 - 

1 

singles 

only 

5/14 - 

1 

4/13 - 

1 

4/25 - 

5 

5/9 - 

1 

3/9 - 

1 

4/13 - 

94 

5/20 - 

3 


Braddock Bav 

3/20 - 

1 

4/14 - 

209 

6/27 

6 

3/6 - 

2 

3/23 - 

9 

5/9 - 

1 

3/20 - 

2 

4/26 - 

1015 

6/30 - 

1 

3/3 - 

2 

4/14 - 

33 

5/20 - 

1 

3/3 - 

2 

4/14 - 

485 

6/24 - 

5 

3/10 - 

6 

3/23 - 

195 

5/8 - 

2 

4 /I 8 - 

4 

4/25 - 

6376 

6/30 - 

2 

3/5 - 

3 

4/26 - 

49 

6/2 - 

1 

5/20 - 

1 

4/3 - 

1 

4/21 - 

5 

5/11 - 

1 

3 /I 8 - 

1 

4/14 - 

4 

6/21 - 

1 

3/7 - 

5 

4/14 - 

147 

6/27 - 

1 

4/13 - 

2 

4 / 26 , 5/12 

- 22 

6/29 - 

1 

3/25 - 

2 

3/25 - 

2 

6/9 - 

1 

3 /I 8 - 

1 

3/25 - 

2 

5/5 - 

1 

3/3 - 

1 

4/14 - 

189 

6/27 - 

4 


Grimsby 


3/7 - 

1 

4/14 - 

102 

5/8 - 

10 

3/10 - 

iC 

singles only 

4/19 - 

1 

3/17 - 

1 

4/21 - 

616 

5/16 - 

7 

3/7 - 

1 

4/21 - 

13 

5/9 - 

1 

3/7 - 

48 

3 /I 8 - 

344 

5/16 - 

3 

3/17 - 

32 

3/23 - 

142 

4/22 - 

1 

4/14 - 

2 

4/29 - 

2081 

5/8 - 

111 

3/17 - 

4 

4/21 - 

16 

5/2 - 

5 

3/17 - 

1 

4/22 - 

2 

4/22 - 

2 

4/4 - 

1 

singles only 

4/22 - 

1 

3/17 - 

1 

4/21 - 

20 

5/9 - 

1 

4/5 - 

1 

4/21 - 

9 

5/7 - 

2 

4/24 - 

1 

4/24 - 

1 

4/24 - 

1 

4/25 - 

1 

4/25 - 

1 

4/25 - 

1 

3/17 - 

3 

4/21 - 

5 

4/24 - 

3 
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THE JUNIOR CONSERVATIONIST AVJARD PROGRAM July,August 1979 

by Bruce Harschnitz 

The past summer has been very regarding for me. It was spent partici¬ 
pating in the JUNIOR CONSERVATIONIST AWARE PROGRAM, This program is run 
by the Conservation Authorities Branch of the Ministry of Natural Resources, 

There were thirty-five participants divided into five groups of seven and 
a leader for each (two groups of girls and three groups of boys), 

The first week was spent at the Leslie M. Frost Natural Resources Center 
in Dorset, Ontario where we attended workshops, seminars, canoeing and first 
aid instruction. The next three weeks were spent at the different study areas. 
The group I was in was stationed in North Pickering, Our job was to do a 
resource inventory and prepare a management plan of the Glen Major Area for the 
Metroplitan and Toronto Region Conservation Authority, Mji part in the project 
was identifying the vjildlife that was found in the area. Our "home" was an 
old farm house and we all took turns preparing the meals, cleaning up,etc. 

Then it V7as off to Ottawa where all the participants attended the first 

day of the Soil Conservation Society of America's annual conference. From 

there it was over to Algonquin Provincial Park for four days of canoeing or 
backpacking. I was fortunate enough to have my name drawn for the canoe 

trip. It was a wonderful trip. One of the highlights was watching a full 

grown bull moose at close range. 

After this it was back to our respective study areas to finish our reports. 
Our group also had to prepare a presentation for representatives of the M.T.R. 
C.A,, The wrap-up session was held at the Scanlon Creek Outdoor Education 
Centre near Bradford. We had lots of fun together and many new friends were 
made. This program was a great experience and I would like to thank the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club for sponsoring me. 

********* 

* * * * 

New Books and Publications Available (continued from page 49) 

"Fungi-Delight of Curiosity" by Harold J.Brodie, prof, emeritus,U. of Alta. 
Intriguing stories revealing the inner workings of some of our common 
fungi - recently discovered knowledge in laymens terms. $10.00 hard cover 
by U, of Toronto Press 1978, 

******* _ 

1979 Spring Hawk Wa tch - (continued from page 51) 

into June in the Braddock Bay histograms. (This indicated that Derby Hill may have 
missed about 6,000 BVJs by not covering in June.) Unfortunately Grimsby data cannot 
be compared with those of Derby Hill and Braddock Bay in this manner because the 
coverage was not comparable. However, calculations based on the assumption that 
the histograms would be similar with equal coverage indicated that five more species 
(tv, RT, RS, RL and NH) would have come up to or surpassed their previous highs 
and the seasons total would have been over 19,000. This does not take into account 
what would have happened if Woolverton Road had also been given equal coverage. 

Since 11^ of this years' Grimsby total were recorded here in 17 hours, a guess of 
another 5,000 hawks there does not seem beyond reason. The only way to get such an 
answer in the future is to have the data with proper coverage. 

Thus the goal should be to cover Beamer and Vfoolverton Road from Mar. 1 through 
May 31 with enough observers to also man Beamer Point Lookout to cover the hawks 
below the escarpment to the lake front. Finally, communications should be maintained 
between lookouts by use of walkie—tallcies. 

V/alter Klabunde, 

4923 Creek Rd. 

Lewiston, N.Y. 14092 
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THE DAY I QUIT GROUGING 

by Bob Wesbmore 
Sept. 19,1979 

Each time we have gone West I have made up a list of 
Birds that I would like to see: some for the first 
time: some because previous 'looks' were not much 
more than a sighting: others because they fell into 
the 'old friends' category: some because of their 
beauty, habits or behaviour e,g. the dance of the 
Reddish Egret. Near the top of the list the xvrords 
Blue Grouse:( Dendragapus obscurus ), have always been 
prominent. 

And so it came to pass that Dorothy and I received an 
invitation to visit friends in Vancouver with the 
tantalising side offer of several days at their place in the Mountains of 
Washington State. 

Voila - out came all the literature, lists etc. again: new list started; 
entry: Blue Grouse: made, and then a sudden reverie: 

It \<ias 1975: the place - Banff. The location: Ski Lift, Situation: Half 
way up: Bob looking right says "I spy a least chipmunk down below"(about 120'). 
Gent on left says 'I spy a Blue Grouse in the first lane'. Mad rush to left - 
too late. Coming down the cable car I was leaning heavily to the right but 
no luck; obscurus indeed - so near so far - would '79 duplicate the failure 
of the past 3 trips? 

Awakening, the literature was studied - not much in the way of pictures; I 
noted ventriliquial call of male; not too clear which is the best altitude 
to search. 

We bird around Vancouver and then off to Glacier, Wa. close to Mount Baker. 

Hire car and start to read map, picking out tracks leading to Grouse Butte, 

Grouse Ridge and Grouse this and Grouse that. Pursue all sorts of recommended 
areas such as railway lines, flood plain margins, etc. which generated Ruffed 
Grouse - the local people are not too choosy about applying proper names to 
local species. 

On Friday, July 27,1979 at 4800' we were on a very poor trail, drop to the 
right frightening (I frighten at 25'). However, this was a big one, bluff to 
the left, 'Sprang" (is my word for the noise), and then 8 feet away there sat 
a Gallinaceous Bird; quite still after its leap up the bluff. We sat and 
looked and discussed the features which had to be female, confirmed when 5 
chicks began to chirp and make towards 'Mum'. 

I am afraid that both B. of N.A.* and R.T.P.* fail completely to depict either 
of the colour forms of D.obscurus female or describe the breast and belly 
colourations which are nothing but a paler or vjashed out version of the males, 

(B.of C.*, Godfrey, depicts correctly). 

We turned around at the end of the 'drive' about 50' on and stopped again. 
Suddenly we said 'camera' and we now have that 'must' for to-day's Birder - 
an identifiable picture. Half an hour later we heard a male B.G.booming from 
50' away from deep cover, but never saw him. In fact, attempting to find him 
ended in a tumble down some scree. 

By the way, this was the day I quit grousing. 

" Abbreviations 

B.N.A.- Birds of N. America; R.T. E-Peters on's Field Guide, E.; B.of C.-Birds of Can, 
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NQTEvjQRTHY BlrtU l:iECOftD& 

Number of species recorded to November 15. 1979 - 256 

-idndicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Oct. 

21 

40 Lake at Grimsby 

Kevin PIcLaughlin 

Red-necked Grebe 

Nov, 

4 

1 Lake at Guelph Line 

McLaughlin^ Waldhuber 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Oct. 

28 

1 Lake at Fruitland 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Nov. 

4 

1 Bronte 

Plark Jennings 

D.-c. Cormorant 

Oct. 

20 

7 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Green Heron 

Nov. 

11 

1 Bronte Creek 

Plark Jennings 

B.-c. Night H eronNov. 

4 

e, 1 Van Wagner's; Bronte 

McLaughlin; Jennings 

Least Bittern 

Oct. 

16L 

1 University Landing 

Bob Westmore 

Piute Swan 

Nov. 

4 

8, 2 Bronte; North Shore 

Jennings; Powells 

Brant 

0ct.27*-Nov. 4 1 iiTim. Confederation Park Kevin McLaughlin 

Lesser Snow Goose 

Oct. 

lOF 

1 Alberton Rd. & Hwy. 2 

Chris Escott 

Gadwall 

Oct. 

28 

25 Dofasco Inlet 

Chris Escott 

Northern Shoveler 

Oct. 

27 

30 Dofasco Inlet 

Chris Escott 

liJood Duck 

Oct. 

20 

1 Dundas Piarsh 

Michael Clark 

Redhead 

Oct. 

27 

4 Dofasco Inlet 

Chris Escott 

Canvasback 

Nov. 

4 

32 Willow Point 

PIcLaughlinj VJaldhuber 

Lesser Scaup 

Oct. 

27 

250 Dofasco Inlet 

Chris Escott 

Common Goldeneye 

0ct.21F, 27 

1, 3 Grimsby; Dundas Marsh PIcLaughlin; M. Clark 

Bufflehead 

Oct. 

27 

4 East end of Bay 

Chris Escott 

Oldsquaw 

Oct. 

27 

15 Van Wagner's Beach 

Chris Escott 

White-wing. ScoterOct. 

19F 

10 Lake at Grimsby 

Jack W. PIcInally 

Surf Scoter 

Nov. 

4^:- 

4 Lake at Guelph Line 

PicLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Nov. 

10 

1 Confederation Park 

Agro, Snider, Stamp 

Black Scoter 

Nov. 

4^=- 

14 Lake at Guelph Line 

McLaughlin, Waldhube r 

Ruddy Duck 

Oct. 

27 

35 East end of Bay 

Chris Escott 

Hooded Merganser 

Nov. 

11 

75 Dundas Hydro Station 

Gerald Chappie 

Common Merganser 

Oct. 

21 

50 Lake at Grimsby 

J . W . PIcInally 

Red-br. Merganser Oct. 

27 

4 Van Wagner's Beach 

Chris Escott 

Turkey Vulture 

Oct. 

23 

8 2 mi. S of York 

Piike Furber 


Oct, 

24 

3 High Level Bxldge 

Chris Escott 


Oct. 

30 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Goshawk 

Nov. 

3 

1 VJoodland Cemetery 

D. Copeland, V. Evans 

Sharp-shinned 

Oct. 

20 

12 Dundas Marsh 

Duncan, McLaughlin, Read 

Hawk 

Oct. 

24 

3 High Level Bridge 

Chris Escott 

Cooper's Hawk 

Oct. 

10 

1 2 mi, SW of Y ork 

Mike Furber 


Oct. 

20 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Duncan, PicLaughlin, Read 


Nov. 

3, 10 

1 , 1 High Level; Woodland 

Dave Copeland 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Oct. 

24 

83 High Level Bridge 

Chris Escott 


Nov. 

3 

15 VJoodland Cemetery 

D. Copeland, V. Evans 


Nov. 

10 

80 Woodland Cemetery 

Dave Copeland 

Red-shouldered 

Oct. 

24 

24 High Level Bridge 

Chris Escott 

H avfk 

Oct. 

27 

1 Upper PtLddle Ftoad 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 

3, 5 

6, 1 High Level; Clappison 

Cut Dave Copeland 


Nov. 

10 

1 McMaster Univ. 

Jerry Chappie 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Nov. 

3L 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

David K. Powell 

Rough-legged Hawk 

N ov 

. 3 

1 dark phase Vfoodland Cemetery Copeland, Evans 

Golden Eagle 

Oct. 

25 

3 over McMaster Univ. 

Chappie, Katherine Dunbab 


Nov. 

5 1 

. imm. Clappison Cut 

Copeland ( Guscher Gerhar 


N ov 

. 7 

4 over PIcMaster Univ. 

Gerald Chappie 
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Golden Eagle 

Nov. 

7 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 


Nov. 

10 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Dave Copeland 


Nov. 

l6 a.fli. 

imm. over Westdale 

David Agro 


Nov. 

16 p.m. 

1 imm. over Frid Street 

Dave Copeland 

Osprey 

Oct. 

21, 23 

1, 1 Grand R. at York & Cayuga Mike Furber 

Marsh Hawk 

Oct. 

30 

1 The Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


Nov. 

3 

5 Clappison Cut 

D. Copeland, V. Evans 


Nov. 

4, 11 

5, 1 U. Middle Rd.; Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Peregrine 

Oct. 

2 

2 Grimsby 

Jack W. Mclnally 

Falcon 

Nov. 

5 

1 Clappison Cut 

Dave Copeland 

Merlin 

Nov. 

10 

1 Mohawk Rd & U. James 

Dave Copeland 

Semipal. Plover 

Oct. 

20 

2 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Am. Golden Plover 

Oct. 

27 

1 East end of Bay 

Chris Escott 

Black-b. Plover 

Nov. 

3 

1 Dundas Marsh 

klichael Clark 

American Woodcock 

Nov. 

4 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Common Snipe 

Nov. 

4 

30 Valley Inn 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Great. Y ellowlegsN ov, 

, 10 

8 Dundas kJarsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

10 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Pectoral 

Oct. 

27 

14 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Sandpiper 

Nov.6, 10 

1, 3 Bronte; Dundas Marsh 

Jennings; McLaughlin 

White-rumped 

Oct. 

27 

1, 1 Dundas M.; E. Bay 

Chris Escott 

Sandpiper 

Nov. 

4 

1 Valley Inn 

McLaughlin; Waldhuber 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Oct. 

16 

3 U niversity Landing 

Bob VJestmore 

Least Sandpiper 

Oct. 

20 

1 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Dunlin 

Oct. 

27 

180 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Long-b. Dovdtcher 

Oct. 

20 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Semipal. Sandp. 

Oct. 

20 

1 University Landing 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Oct. 

20 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Nov. 

3 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sanderling 

Nov. 

10 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Parlsitic Jaeger 

Oct. 

27 

2 Van Wagner's Beach 

Chris Escott 

Ring-billed Gull 

Oct. 

27 1 with red ribbon on left wing 

Gray's Rd. at Hwy 8 Stoney Creek. J.Vd Mclnally 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Oct. 

27 

12 Van Wagner's Beach 

Chris Escott 

Long-eared Owl 

Nov. 

4 F 

3 Bronte 

Mark J nnings 


Nov. 

4 

1 H opkins Tract, R.B.G. 

G. Chappie, Ch. Wood 

Saw-whet Owl 

Nov. 

4F 

2 H opkins Tract, R.B.G. 

G. Chappie; Ch. Wood 


Nov. 

11 

1 Hopkins Tract, R.B.G. 

David Agro 

Whip-poor-will 

Nov. 

4 L 

1 Burloak Woods 

Ma,rk Jennings 

Chimney Svdft 

Oct. 

8 

1 Dundas 

Jerry Chappie 


Nov. 

3L 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

D. Copeland, V. Evans 

K.-th. H ummingbird Oct. 27L 

4 Lakeshore E. Oakville 

Andy Johnston 

Pileated Wdpkr. 

Oct. 

27 

1 Upper Middle Road 

Ma,rk Jennings 

Red-bellied W. 

Oct. 

18 1 

male W River Rd Cayuga 

Bruce Duncan 

Red-h. vioodpecker 

Nov. 

4 

1 North Shore Blva. 

Dave & Thelma Pov/ell 

Y .-b. Sapsucker 

Oct. 

28 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Eastern Phoebe 

Oct. 

27 

5, 1 U .Middle Rd; Taquanyala Jennings; Furber 


Oct. 

28 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Tree Swallow 

Nov. 

5 

20 Grand Itiver at Y ork 

Bruce Duncan 

Brown Creeper 

Nov. 

7 

1 Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Winter Wren 

Oct. 

2 

10 Grimsby 

J. W. Mclnally 

Long-b Marsh Wren 

Oct. 

22 

3 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Chris Escott 

N. Mockingbird 

Nov. 

4, 7 

1, 1 Vtestover; Herkimer St. 

Laurel North; Thelma Powel? 

Gray Ca third 

Oct. 

27 

1 U pper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Brown Thrasher 

Nov. 

4 

1 Bronte 

Mirk Jennings 

American Robin 

Nov. 

4 

4 50UPpp3: Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Wood Thrush 

Oct. 

22 

2 Sulphur Springs 

Tom & Anne Reid 
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Hermit Thrush 

Oct. 

22 

5 Sulphur Springs 

Anne & tom Reid 


Nov. 

4 

12 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Eastern Bluebird 

N ov. 

4 

4 Shell Park, Bronte 

Ms,rk Jennings 

Blue-gray 

Oct. 

28 

1 Bronte Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Gnatcatcher 

Nov. 

4 

1 Bronte Woods 

I'ferk Jennings 

Gold-cr. Kinglet 

Oct. 

2 

20 Grimsby 

Jack Mclnally 

Ruby-cr, Kinglet 

Oct. 

2 

50 Grimsby 

J. W. Mlclnally 

Vfeter Pipit 

May 

6L 

20 1st Line, CampbellvilleJ Allingham, R Summers 

Northern Shrike 

NoV-. - 

4F 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

White-eyed Vireo 

Nov. 

4 1 

imm. Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Bl.-&-wh. Warbler 

Oct. 

2 

2 Grimsby 

J. W, Mclnally 

Tennessee 

Oct. 

27 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Mike Furber 

Warbler 

Oct. 

28 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Orange-crowned 

Oct. 

27 

1, 1 Taquanyah; N. Shore 

Furber; Powells 

Warbler 

Nov. 

4 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Nashville 

Oct, 

28 

5 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Warbler 

Nov. 

4 

1 Catholic Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Magnolia Warbler 

Oct. 

27 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Bl-th Blue WarblerOct. 

7 

6 Grimsby 

J. W. Mclnally 

Bl-th Green Warb. 

Nov. 

4 

1 Willow Point 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Blackburnian V/arb.Oct. 

2 

2 Grimsby 

J. W, Mclnally 

Blackpoll Warbler Oct. 

27 

1 Upper Mddle Road 

Mark Jennings 

W. Palm Warbler 

Nov. 

4 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jenni”"'-'' 

Mourning Warbler 

Oct. 

27 

1 Dunda® Marsh willows 

Chris Escott 

Com, Y+ellowthroat Nov. 

5 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan . . • . 

American Redstart 

Oct. 

27 

2 Upper I'iid le Road 

i4ark J innings 


Nov. 1 

4, IB 

1, 1 Bronte; North Shore 

Jennings; D. Powells 

E. Meadowlark 

Oct. 

22 

2 Clappison's Cors. 

Chris Escott 

Redwing. Blackb. 

Nov. 

11 

6000 High Level Bridge 

Mark Jennings 

Baltimore Oriole 

Oct, 

28 

1 Sydenham St. Dundas 

Gerald Chappie 

Rusty Blackbird 

Nov. 

3 

120 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Brewer's Blackbird June 

28^i- 

5 27 Skyline Dr., Dundas 

Michael Clark 

Rose-br. Grosbeak 

Oct. 

20 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Evening Grosbeak 

Nov.. 

4F 

3, 1 North Shore; Dundas 

Powells; A, Hawkes 


Nov. 7 

, 10 

2p/ 6 Dundas; Searle St. 

A. Hawkes; V. Williams 

Purple Finch 

Oct. 

26 

1 106 East 25th St. 

Dorothy Andrus 


Nov. 

3 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Anne & Tom Reid 

Pine Grosbeak 

Oct. 

22^t 

20 Sulphur Springs 

Anne & Tom Reid 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Oct. 

27 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow Oct. 251 

1 1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Vesper Sparrow 

Nov. 

4 

1 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Chipping Sparrow 

Nov. 

4 

3, 1 U Middle Rd; N . Shore 

Jennings; D. Powells 

White-crowned Sp. 

Oct. 

2 

100 Grimsby 

Jack Mclnally 

White-throated Sp.Oct. 

2 

100 Grimsby 

Jpck Mclnally 

Lincoln's Sparrow Nov. 

4 

1 Bronte Road 

Peter van Dyken 

Snow Bunting 

Oct. 

18F 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

Bill McLaughlin 


Nov. 

1 

9 Upper Ottawa St, 

Don Bailey 


Nov. 

3 

120 H igh Lpvel Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Mrs. Andrus reports observing carefililly a Say's Phoebe in her yard four or 
five years ago, in the spring. 

Mark Jennings bird spot on U Middle Rd has been bulldozed I 

Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George V/. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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C0RR5SP0NDBMCB CORRBSPONDBNCE CORRBSPOKDBNCE 

HAUAII OALI^ . corresponding members, Mr. Geo. Campbell, writes: 

"The WOOD DUCK and the HNC are something to be proud of - we feel that they 
are another tie to our friends in Hamilton. I pass our copy along to the editor 
of our Hawaii Audubon Society paper, as I feel that the HNC is an example of the 
finest in conservation organizations. 

"As you know, we do not have many species of birds resident in Hawaii. Acci¬ 
dental and winter visitors are, therefore, of special importance to our birders. 
Prom time to time escaped cage birds are to be seen in the Waikiki area. One such 
animal has been frequenting the outdoor dining room of a nearby hotel lately. It 
is a Rothschild's Mynah, sometimes called a Bali Mynah because it is said to occur 
only on that island. No one seems to know where it came from, though the Honolulu 
Zoo has raised some. A distinctive bird." 

(Thanks for the nice complements. Ed.) 


ACTIVITIES AT THE RBG 

BASIC ORNITHOLOGY AMD BIRD-WATCHING 

■This is a series of illustrated lectures on identification, habitats, 
songs, and food of local wild birds planned for Thursdays. Jan. 24 and 31 , 
February 7 and 14 at 7:30 P.m . The required text is "Birds of North Amer¬ 
ica" by C.S. Robbins et al. Registration is required by Jan. 16, 1980 
Pee; $15.00 including text - $8.00 if you provide your own text. 
Instructors: Mr. John Lamoureux, Dr. James Pringle, and Mr. Len Simser. 
Mail cheque to Royal Botanical Gardens, Box 399, Hamilton, Ont. L8N 3H8 


WOODLOT MANAGEMENT FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT 

This is a course comprising 9 sessions to be presented on Tuesdays, Feb. 

19 to April 8 at 7:30 P.m . (with field trip April 12). 

Small woodlots dot the landscape of Southern Ontario serving ecological 
and economic functions vital to our region. Unfortunately, many of these 
woodlots have been abused and mismanaged over the past years. The Ontario 
Forestry Association recognized the need to Improve the conditions of wood- 
lots by providing a course at an amateur level on how to manage small forests. 
The RBG has been invited to participate with the Association in providing 
this course. 

Topics include conservation, reforestation, harvesting methods and fish 
and wildlife management. Expert guest lecturers from the Faculty of Por- 
estiy. University of Toronto and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, 
will assist R.B.G.'s Dr. Peter Rice. 

Pee: $50.00. Registration is required by Feb, 13. 1980 . Send cheque to RBG, 
Box 399, Hamilton, Ont. L8N 3H8 or contact Dr. Rice at 527-1158. 


WOOD DUCK STilFF 

The WOOD DUCK is staffed by volunteer club members with the organization 


for this season as follows: 

Editor - Ron Hepworth 

Circulation & Mailing List - Hazel Broker 
Typing - Edith Lawrence 
Duplicating - Charlie Zimmerman 
Collating & Mailing - Sheila Forbes 
Noteworthy Bird Records - George North 


Burlington 632-7694 
Hamilton 527-0333 
Oakville 827-6892 
Ancaster 648-6250 
Ancaster 648-2859 
Burlington 634-5463 
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V/ALKING THE l/AINFLEET BOG - MAY 13. 1979 

by Ron Hepvjorth 

Our Club outing to the Vfeinfleet Bog proved to be one of the more popular 
events of the 1979 season with more than 30 members in attendance. The day was 
greatly enhanced by the superb weather and the expert guidance of our leader 
George Meyers. 

The unique character of the Wainfleet Bog has been deteriorating for some 
years with the continuing drop in water levels caused by drainage and commercial 
exploitation. About 8 square miles remain of an original 22 square miles. Peat 
moss is presently being mined on a commercial basis in the area. On the drier 
sections trees are beginning to take over, primarily aspen and birch. A; few 
specimens appeared to be the European VJhite Birch. 

During our explorations we were afforded a close view of a Scarlet Tana-ger. 
We also noted several marsh hawks soaring about and eventually came upon two 
separate nests both with eggs. Here and there we encountered ant colonies with 
large mounds built up on the sphagnum. 

On one of the many drainage channels the remains of a turtle-lilce 'shell' 
was sighted by one of the group but the closer we got the more it looked lilce a 
human skull. VJhat had we uncovered? One brave one reached down and fished it 
out. Relief! It was neither; but the inner remains of a plastic riding helmet— 
late 20th century non-degradable garbage! 

The hi^light of the day was the excursion to the relatively undisturbed 
interior section of the bog where trees gave way to an open expanse of sphagnum, 
leatherleaf, labrador tea, sheep laurel, etc. This habitat provides one of the 
last haunts of the Massasauga rattlesnake in southern Ontario. We were indeed 
lucky enough to see one and several attempted to photograph it from the thicket 
where it had shyly retreated. Moving on, we saw evidence to indicate a possible 
feeding area for owls though we didn't manage to see any. At another spot we 
observed the activities of several burying beetles which had half submerged the 
dead carcass of a toad in the moss. 

A few of the plants observed on this outing included Bog Willow, Mountain 
Holly, Labrador Tea, Highbush Blueberry (just beginning to bloom). Pale Laurel, 
Sheep Laurel, both Black and Red Ghokecherry (still in bud). Narrow Leaf Spirea 
(alba). Swamp Dewberry, Leatherleaf (approaching end of bloom). Bog Cranberiy, 
Velvetleaf Blueberry, Cotton grass. Great Willow Herb, and others. 

Those of you who missed this opportunity to visit the V/ainfleet Bog will 
note that the Club has planned a return visit on May 10, 1980. This is a worth¬ 
while trip and a rare opportunity since special permission is required to enter 
the area. 




j* ***** - 

1*1 . 


- * * * * 


— THE VroOD DUCI^ — 


POSTMASTER ; 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
TO: 

P.O. BOX 5182, 
HAMILTON, ONTARIO 
L8S 4L3 


;*****-;:■*****************************************! 


Dr, & Mrs, E. Dinniwell, 
7 Esquire Place, 
HAMILTON, Ont. 

L9C 2R2 



i ****A ****•)! ************************************* i 


K / \ 
i* 


YEARS 


1 

*i 

/ ! 


THE WOOD DUCK y.. 


. 


li/ N 


The VfOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists'| \ / 
Club and is produced by volunteer members'of the Club'. The WOOD DUCK j ^ 
is published 9 times yearly'from September to May inclusive and it is | \ 
mailed free to members.Contributions for publication are most welcome |\ 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepv/orth, 259 Buston Road,jj\ / 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of m.aterial is the 1st ij / \ 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted |\/ 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- |/ 
worthy Bird Records to George North,857 Eagle Dr,Burldnghon,OntL7T3A3.| 
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